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make the Force of gravitation outweigh that of cohesion ; and the Potential Energy which thereupon would be mobilised might act as a liberative agent to .certain masses on the slopes, besides causing perhaps a temporary melting of some small portion of the solidified water through volcanic heat. But these incidents would themselves only accelerate the loss of the remaining proper Energy of our planet, which would soon be imparted to the ethereal medium, and leave our earth at last a perfectly inert mass of aggregated particles.
In the world as we know it, however, very different phenomena are observable; and all these are due to the separative action of Energies radiated from the sun, which fall upon our earth, acting partly as separative agents for the superficial molecules, and partly as liberative agents for the various Potential Energies whose mobilisation is prevented by interfering Forces. Falling upon the atmosphere, the Kinetic Energy of ethereal undulation prevents its aggregation and keeps it permanently in the gaseous form. If it be objected that the non-absorption of radiant heat by the gases of the atmosphere is opposed to this view, it may be answered that actual absorption is not necessarily implied : it will be sufficient for our purpose if the original molecular mobility of the gases is not diminished by communication with